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kinds increased and the voice of defeatism could be
heard in Switzerland. The worst weakness was un-
employment, the one thing, apparently, which made
Swiss working-people ready to listen to German
agents or the E.S.A.P. The lace-makers in the
Kheintal near the old Austrian frontier (like lace-
makers all the world over since the war) were in very
great distress, and in the spring of 1938 they responded
to the stories that there was work for everyone since
the Nazis had Austria. The Federal Council, and
especially M. Motta, made a timid impression;
M, Motta was among those who argued against
Dr. Kloti's candidature in December * that a Socialist
Federal Councillor would be regarded as provocative
by Germany, an argument only too effectual all over
Europe in keeping opponents of National Socialism
out of office.2 The Nazis had long shown an ingenious
eloquence in demonstrating that National Socialism
was not incompatible with the existence of Switzer-
land, and at this time they were busily pointing out
that the voting in Austria and the Sudeten German
districts on the annexations which had already taken
place had shown a spirit akin to that of Swiss political
life. The German Nationalso^ialistische Monatshefte
now voiced the same demand as that made in Scandin-
avia 3 and elsewhere that Swiss neutrality should be
re-defined, and that by suppressing all public criticism
of Germany and Italy the Swiss press should become
part of the Axis propaganda machine. At about the
same time the Germans began to issue orders to the
1  See above, p. 264.
2  Cf. the arguments against Dr. Macek as a Yugoslav Minister.    See
above, p. 132.
z See above, p. 256.